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Subject: USE OF THE NEVADAPROVINGGROUND

DearMr. I@nolds:

At its meetingJune 30$ 1954the Commissionapprovedthe continued
use of the NevadaProvingGroundfor atomictest activitiessubject
to conductof test activitiesin accordancewith the following
criteriawhich are furnis}~edherewithfor guidanceandplanning
purposes.

a. The numberof nuclearshotsat the NevadaprovingGroundin
one year shouldbe determinedby laboratoryrequirementsas
reviewedby the Divisionof Z@JitaryApplicationin the light
of otherpertinentconsiderationsand approvedby the Commission*

Each nuclearshotprogrammedwhetherAEC$militaryor civil.
defenseshouldbe justifiedindividuallyandthe numberinvolved
shouldbe heldto the minimumconsistentwith technical
requirements●

Each potenti~ly hazardousshot shouldbe separatelyidentified
and justificationfor such a shot shouldincludeplans for
controllingor reducingfall-outfrom itc

Shotsshouldbe scheduledwith more elasticity,so thatnon-
criticalshotsmay be firedwhen conditionsare not rightfor
more critical.or marginalshots● Such elasticitywill benefit
from additionof new firingareas.
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Marginalshotsshouldbe firedonly undersatisfactoryweather
conditionsthat have a high degreeof predictehlestability.
The possibilityofcontinuingpostponementsand of resulting
extensionof seriesdurationshouldbe accepted. Participating
organizationsand units shouldbe advisedthatthey must accept
the possibilityof postponementson such shots-

Any air dropof more than 1 KT projectedyield shouldbe scheduled
only after thoroughevaluationof the reliabilityof its fu%ing
Systxmh

Shotsshouldbe lhiteclas followswith regardto yieldand
burst altitude,withmaximumyield to incorporatea reasonable
allowancefor error:

Surfaceand subsurface,1 KT
300 foot tower,25 KT
500 foot tower,50 KT
Air drop$ 80 KT (I?ireballnot to touchground).

Priorto detonatinga SO KT weaponfrom a ~00 foot towerthe
safetyfactorcalculatedfor such a shot shouldbe confirmed
by detonatinga shot of lessermagnitudefrom a SOO foot tower.

Sincerelyyours$

j?ma&_.
H. A. Fidler$Manager
San FranciscoOperationsOffice
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